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County Building Codes
— by Ron Moreland

T he FHA Board recently approved the issuance of a letter to the Marin
County Community Development Agency (Planning Department)  regarding some
minor changes being planned in the building codes for floating homes.  The Board

endorsed these changes and requested one additional change.  Specifically, we requested
that when a home is going through a barge transfer, any additional width in the floatation
due to the new concrete barge not be considered when judging setbacks.

Right now County codes require a minimum 10 feet setback (space) between floating
homes of more than one story.  However, a transfer to a concrete barge usually means the
new barge must be wider than the old floatation.  In turn the wider barge may encroach into
the 10 foot setback.  The FHA believes that an unpenetrated concrete barge will not increase
the fire hazard and that the County should reasonably take this into account.  However, the
FHA clearly indicated only a wider barge should be allowed and that the new width be the
absolute minimum necessary to accomplish the transfer.  Setbacks for any combustible
material (e.g. wall, roof overhang, railings) should be maintained at 10 feet or the original
setback if it was less than 10 feet.

Due to the wide divergence of opinion within the community regarding replacing small
homes with large homes in the same berth, the FHA Board has elected not to request any
changes in the codes that would restrict this activity.   Remember, however, that any new
or remodeled home must be within the current code restrictions of 16 feet in height, 20 feet
in width and 46 feet in length.  Any deviation beyond these limits requires notification to
neighbors and potentially a review hearing.

Please forward any questions or comments on this subject by phone or e-mail to the FHA.

Tour Volunteers Still Needed

The October 1 FHA Tour still has openings for  docents on the homes, traffic, set-up,

Jim and Marilyn Erhart’s Liberty Dock home will be on the October 1 tour.
Photo: Bill Duvall
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CDC will provide postage and Board mem-
bers have volunteered to mail the surveys to
our residents.

The stepchild syndrome is also at work in
our “Railroad Property” issues. Last May,
the Board asked me to write to the Executive
Director  of  Ecumenical Association for

Housing (EAH) to advise them of “an on-
going and escalating problem concerning
anti-social behaviors exhibited by a number
of individuals who congregate in the so called
‘railroad’ property.”  I  added that “The FHA
and individual citizens have repeatedly com-
plained to the Sheriff’s Department about this
situation. We have been informed that they
can do nothing because they lack the juris-
diction necessary to enforce the law.” I also
said that it is assumed that EAH possesses
the jurisdictional clout necessary to request
help and cooperation from the Sheriff in
addressing this problem. (Copies of the let-
ter went to Supervisor Rose and Waldo Point
Harbor).  After receiving no response from
EAH for well over a month I called the Gates
Co-op Project Manager at EAH. She re-
sponded that they had discussed the letter

Insurance Rescinded
on Vessel Hulls

Both major homeowners insurance carri-
ers, ACE and Red Shield, have decided that
they will  no longer insure vessel  hulls un-
less those hulls have been converted to con-
crete barges.  Even vessels that have been
covered in the past are now getting non-re-
newal notices from these carriers.

In some cases homeowners who have con-
verted to concrete barges have received in-
accurate non-renewal notices, evidently
because the insurers’ records didn’t reflect
the change.  If your home has recently been
converted to concrete, be sure your insurer
knows about it before your policy is due to

meeting resulted in the Sheriff’s office agree-
ing to increase their presence in the area as
mitigation for the illegal activities taking place
on the Railroad Property. We also addressed
such problems as the need for enforcement
of the speed limit on Gate 6 Road, kayak and
bicycle thefts and emergency response. At

Lt. Campbell’s suggestion,
we indicated that the FHA
would be interested in par-
ticipating in the COPS pro-
gram (Community Oriented
Policing & Problem Solving)
to facilitate our partnership
with the Sheriff and to pro-
vide feedback from our com-
munity on an on-going
basis. The FHA Board will
learn more about the pro-
gram from a representative
from the Sheriff’s Southern
Station at the August Board
meeting.

Closing on an optimistic
note, our community is
slowly gaining recognition

from decision-makers. As a re-
sult of efforts by the FHA over
the years, our collective voice
is being heard and valued to

an extent never before attained.

Home delivery, houseboat style.  Jim Woessner and friend row a hot tub
over to Rochelle Dorris’ house on Issaquah Dock, under the watchful eye
of a kayaker.  Photo: Ric Miller

A DRAWING  OF YOUR  HOUSEBOAT!
Use it on your Christmas card and on
invitations to your parties! This will be a  real
work of art by a published fine artist, Jane
Chamberlin, who also lives on a Sausalito
houseboat.  Call 415-332-5998.

AMERICAN GENERAL FINANCE can
provide loans for the purchase of floating
homes, home improvements, travel or other
purposes. Loans made pursuant to Ca. Dept.
of Corporations Finance Lender’s License.
Call Kristi at (415) 897-9522.

AQUAMAISON, INC.  Houseboats, concrete
barges, Trfs and remodels.  Reputable,
dependable; licensed/bonded.  Drafting,
engineer’g, permit apps, competitive  rates.
Free estimate. Ian Moody,  332-3910.

ARCHITECT+ENGINEERING.Houseboat
design: new, refurbished or remodeled;
stability, energy, and structural calcs.  Leal
Charonnat, Architect. 510-436-3466. One Fifth
Ave #1-9, Oakland, CA  94606-5125.

CONCRETE BARGE REPAIRS, KEVLAR/
EPOXY BARRIER COATINGS - Seven years
successful experience restoring and protecting
concrete barges from leaks, cracks, rust and
delamination.  Wayne Licina @ (415) 331-6333
Subsea Coating Systems.

DECKSAVERS.  Deck 70, polyurethane
waterproof deck process and  construction.
It’s great on my boat, how about yours? Call
Michael  for free info and estimates.  License
# 544614 &  bonded. 332-9122.

DECKS AND RAILINGS—Gaco  waterproof
deck coating, including “crystal deck” a
multicolored deck coating  and Star Aluminum
railings custom  made and installed.  Call
Warner Hobart  at  510-547-6632  for estimates.

on Issaquah alone. Free est., refs., reasonable
prices.  PRO TECH  WATERPROOFING, at
459-5055.

FINE ART  SERVICES. Specialty  framing   and
custom mirrors. Richard Mickley, 64 Issaquah
Dock and Industrial Center Bldg.  332-6119.

FLOATING HOME LOANS - Bank of Marin
is the preferred local lender for floating home
loans.  Call  Richard Ugarte at 380-1257 or come
into the Strawberry branch and experience
Bank of Marin’s genuine personal banking
service.

HOUSEBOAT PAINTING time is now!  I
have painted  over two dozen floating homes,
interior and exterior. Licensed.  References. 5%
discount to FHA members. All Marin Painting
Company, 332-7961.

FREEBOARD OR STABILITY
PROBLEMS???  County requires 15-18”
between top of barge and  water line.  House
not level?  We install high density, hidden
ballast and  non-styrofoam sponsons. Subsea
Coating Systems  (415)  331-6333.

INSURANCE - Do  you  take personal  property
with you when traveling? Concerned about
Earthquake? Can your tennis game  result in a
law suit? Questions? CALL Luci Payne @
Payne Whittington 415-499-8690.

INSURANCE.  Floating Homes, owner- o
tenant-occupied. Red Shield, Cigna FAIR Plan
available. Yacht, auto, business, life/health.
Colomb Insurance Services, broker Diann
Chute, 331-5770. 1 Gate 5 Road.

INSURANCE - Floating Homes
Owner Occupied.  Competitive rates and
coverage. Underwritten by an “A” rated
Company. Contact McGinnis Insurance
at  800-486-4008 or  mcginnsins@aol.com




