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“Stunning” Increasein

Floating Home Values
— by Howard Myers
The following data is from reports of
theBay AreaReal Estate Information
Services, Inc. Asusual, some unre-
ported sales are not included in the data be-
cause of uncertainty about accuracy of in-
formation. Also, the floating homes datais
derived from just 24 salesin 1998 and only 9
salessofarin 1999, so caution with interpre-
tationisin order.

The Real Estate Market

Aspreviously reported, in 1997 the mar-
ket recovered from the recession. Sales of
high priced homes continued to drive the
market, but the ever declining inventory
gradually crept downto lower priced homes
until later intheyear whentheoccurrenceof
multiple
offersand
price in-
creases
were felt
inal cat-
egoriesof
housing.
Only con-
domini-
ums and
towrhousss
lagged
behind.

In1998
there was
alittledip
inthemar-
ket right after thestock market correctionand
from there pricesfor all kinds of residential
dwellingsinMarin County went straight up.
Inthefirst quarter of 1999 they went up ap-
proximately 13.2%. From January through
May they went up 27.47%!

Inmy lastreport | said that themarket was
being driven by high-end property sales.
That, | believe, isstill true. Milliondollar and
multi-milliondollar salesareskewingthedata
upward. But thereisnodenyingthat thelow

(Continued on Page 2)
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An Historical Walk

Down Water Street
— by David Rodarm
n Sunday, September 26, visi
Otorswi Il betreated to arare glimpse
inside approximately twenty private
floating homes as part of the FHA’s 15t
Annual Floating Homes Tour and Artisans
Showcase.

The featured home on thisyear’ stour is
ArkdeTriumph, a1907 historicark. Itisone
of only a handful of remaining arks in the
floatinghomecommunity. Othersarel ocated
indowntown Sausalitoand nearby Tiburon’s
Ark Row. These arks originally floated on
wooden hullsat theturn of thecentury and
served asweekend retreatsfor their owners
from San Francisco. After the Great Earth-
guake and Fire struck San Francisco, many

Bonnie Metzger’ s historic Ark de Triumph. Photo: John Sutton

ownerswhohadlosttheir city homesmoved
aboardthearkspermanently. Thestructures
were brought to the water’ s edge and sup-
ported on pilingsfor easy accessfrom land.

(Continued on Page 3)

Dock Rep

Elections

See Ballot
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GlassHouses

—by Ric Miller

ecently a floating home resi-
dent asked mewheretofind a

awyer to deal with a particu-

lar situationthat invol ved government
regulation. It was suggested that per-
haps | could recommend an attorney
that the FHA had used in the past. It
occurred to methat | don’t know of a
lawyer that the FHA hashired, despite
thefact that we haveworked with resi-
dents, marina owners, and local and
state government agencies.

Infact, it hasbeen our tendency to

use relationships and advocacy to
accomplish our goals. Thistendency,
| think, stems from a history of mem-
bers of the community helping each
other. For instance, aresident recently
spottedafireonaneighbor’ sdeck (as
aresult of July 4thfireworks) andim-
mediately ran over and extinguished
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Floating Home Sales

(Continued from page 1)

inventory of all homes has resulted in sub-

stantial overall increases, includingour float-
ing homes.

The Floating Home Mar ket

In 1998, 24 Floating Home saleswerere-
portedontheMultipleListingService(MLS).
Sale prices (SP) ranged from $82,000 to
$462,000. Average SPin1998 was $238,354.
The average SPin 1997 was $197,555. That
means the average SP pricein 1998 was ap-
proximately 20.64% greater than in 1997!

Nowt01999. Todateninefloatinghomes
sales have been
reported on the
MLS, ranging in
SPfrom$62,000t0
$604,000, an in-
crease of 25.99%
over 1998 re-
portedsales! This
is a big increase
for just seven
monthsand must
be checked for
statistical distor-
tion.

Only three of
the nine 1999
salesaccount for
60% of the total
sale dollars in
1999. The sale
prices of the re-
maining six homes ranged from $62,000 to
$345,000. Four of the sales were under
$200,000; oneat $299,000and oneat $345,000.
The two lowest sales were very small and
were not on concrete barges. The highest
saleswere $604,000, $550,000 and $493,000,
all werevery large boats.

Onceagain| would liketo takethe sales
of both years so far and combinethem for a
larger datapool. Sofor all of 1998 and
the first seven months of 1999, there
have been 33 sales reported on the
MLS. The average sale price for this
19-month period now becomes
$255,242. This is approximately a
29.19%increaseover 1997 sal esprices.
| think thisisareasonabl eassessment
of the value increases for floating
homes. After al, along with the very
high-priced sales, somevery low sales
prices pulled the averages down.

However you look at them, thein-
crease in the value of our homesis
stunning. Unless something drastic
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happensto the economy and the stock mar-
ket drops seriously and/or interest rates go
way up, thissituation can continue. Thereis
very littleland in Marin to build on; thein-
ventory of homes is scant and demand re-
mains high.

Torepeat somethingl saidlastyear: “The
temptationisstrongtosell if someonecomes
aongwithabuyer and apricethat|ooksgood,
but | want to urgeacaution. Without expos-
ing your hometo the open market, you can-
not know that you are getting the price the
market will bear. Especially when you are
dealing with increases like 20% or more.”

Theother cautionwasthat whenyou sell

Melia Dailey and Carolyn McFadden support Thomas Ludlumat the
Issaquah Dock Party July 17th. Photo: Emily Riddell.

ahouseyouarelikely tohavetobuy another
and deal with high prices as abuyer.

I’dliketo offer abrief and heartfelt“ Thank
You” to al of you who thought about me,
sentmecardsand|etters, and called offering
so much help last year when | had my heart
bypass. | have never felt as much concern
and caring and scarcely aday goesby with-
out my remembering. It remindsmeof avery
important reason to live here.

FHA Kazoo Band cavorts at Sausalito 41" of July Parade.
Photo: Noel Keys
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President’s M essage

(Continued from page 1)

it. Thisaction prevented adisaster. | know of

numerous other stories of neighbors help-

ing neighborsin winter storms. “This,” ob-

servedlongtimeresidentBobKalloch, “ishow

italwaysusedto be. Weprided ourselvesin
taking care of ourselves.”

Of course, there are timeswhen we need
help from others. There are definitely times
to call 911 for the fire department and there
aredefinitely timestoask government agen-
ciestoenforcethelaw. TheFHA istakingan
active stance in working with the county to
have building codes enforced evenly and
fairly. (Please see article by Suki Sennett).

Complaintsby someresidentsearlier this
year resultedinarecentletter fromtheBCDC
stating theintent to enforcebuilding restric-
tionsat Waldo Point Harbor. (Please seear-
ticle by Stan Barbarich). This action and
reaction has anumber of people scratching
their heads and wondering what the intent
was. Oneresident mentioned, “Weall really
live in glass houses down here.”

We all have things that we can gain or
loseby askingfor stricter enforcement of any
particular law. The consequences, good or
bad can affect usall. To paraphraseafriend,
“Theremight beasubtleway to point outthe
tremendouscamaraderieexistsonly because
peoplewant it to, and when we are at odds,
the beauty of the community is at risk. We
can stand together over such issues and it
becomes an opportunity for strength and
solidarity. Wecanbemost effectiveif weact
together with aunified voice.”

Please give careful considerationin vot-
ing for the dock rep that you wish to repre-
sent you in the FHA. As always, you are
welcometo attend any monthly FHA meet-
ing (3rd Monday, 7:30 Club Nautique). The
September FHA Board meeting is being
moved up aweek to September 13, in order
to avoid conflicting with
Yom Kippur.

This year’s Floating
Homes Tour should be a
tremendous community
event asthe 15thanniver-
sary and last tour of the
Millennium! “The Tour”
is aways a great way to
meet new neighbors and
participate in this major
FHA fundraiser of the
year. (Please see articles
by David Rodarmand Bill

Duval). Seeyou there!



Tour
(Continued from page 1)
Thisyear’ stour will focuson the history
of our community. Local docents, including
owners of open homes, will be available to
explain the exciting aspects of the commu-
nity such asthe peoplewho havelived and
worked here. Alan Watts, Anne Lamott and
Shel Silverstein are among the authorswho
havelived on houseboats. Former astronaut
Rusty Schweickart and actor SterlingHayden
alsolived here. Individual attendeeswill be
giveninformativeprogramsand may takeself-
guided tours at their own pace.
Thetour startsat KappasMarinaon Gate
6 Road. Local artists and crafts people will
display theirwork for sale. Admission Dona-
tion: $20/person. Hours: 11 AM to 4 PM.
Ticket salesclose at 3 PM. Part of the pro-
ceeds will benefit the Sausalito Schools
FoundationandtheFriendsof theMarin City
Library. Forinformationandreservationscall
(415) 332-1916 or visit the FHA web site at
www.floatinghomes.org.

Volunteers Needed
for Annual Tour

It sonceagai ntimeto start thinking about
theannual FHA houseboat tour. Thisyear
thetour will take place on Sunday, Septem-
ber 26.

Volunteers are needed for traffic coordi-
nation, event set-up and take-down, logis-
tics support, and as docentsin the floating
homesonthetour. Volunteer shiftswill nor-
mally be four hourslong.

We need about 150 volunteers for this
event, so please call V olunteer Coordinator
Bill Duvall at (415) 331-3224 and signup. Be
suretoleave amessagewith your nameand
telephone number. Therewill beaparty on
Sunday afternoon, September 12 for all vol-
unteerstosocialize, coordinateassignments,
and handle any last minute changes.

Thanksin advance for your support.

— by Bill Duvall
Developers M ay Beat
County To Valuable Land

Above Marin City

According to a spokesperson in County
Supervisor Annette Rose’s office, Marin
County isworking extremely hardto buy the
openspaceaboveMarinCity. Thislargearea
adjoins the GGNRA and has been used by
natureenthusiasts, hikersand dogsandtheir
owners for over 20 years.

Theowners wantto sell and may notwait
for the County to get their funding together.
As you read this, developers are walking

around up on theridge, waiting for the first
opportunity to get their handson thisprime
Marin property and build it up.
Doesthefloating home community want
to have their pristine views of the hills be
ruined by yet moreurban development? Do
wewant moretrafficcongestion? | think not!
Pleasewriteor email immediately tovoice
your concern. Timeis of the essence.
Her addressis:
Annette Rose, President
Board Of Supervisors
Marin County Civic Center
3501 Civic Center Dr.
San Rafael, CA 94903
email: croby@marin.org
—by Suzanne Simpson
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Partrick Stephens, Marnie Tattersall &
Darrow Bishop try to remember what life
was like before they moved to Issaquah
Dock. Photo: Emily Riddell

BCDC Requires Permits
For Work On Homes
In All Harbors

Waldo Point homeowners recently re-
ceivedacopy of aletter fromBay Conserva-
tion and Devleopment Commission
Enforcement Officer Ellen SamsontoaSouth
40 resident denying permissiontoreplacea
floating home, eventhoughtheintendedre-
placement homewasnholarger thantheexist-
ing one. BCDC also statesthat it intendsto
takeafirm stand to opposefurther devel op-
ment of homes IN ALL MARINAS during
the pending permit processes for WPH,
Kappas and Y ellow Ferry Harbor.

Unfortunately, inwhat many view asamis-
guided overreaction, BCDC may wishtopre-
vent certain maintenanceandrepairs, aswell.
Annette Rose, County SupervisorandBCDC
Commissioner, was informed of thisBCDC
action by members of the Joint FHA/HEG
Residents Committee. Interestingly, BCDC
didnotinformher, nor anyoneat the County
about this action!

We have been in frequent contact with
Supervisor Rose, County Counsel and the
County Planners and are informed that the
new Director of Community Development
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(akaPlanning Department) and members of
hisstaff metwithBCDC staff inearly August
toclarify the BCDC' senforcementinterests
and intent. As aresult of that meeting, the
two agencies will draft a Memorandum of
Understanding spelling out exactly what
work to repair, expand and/or replace float-
ing homeswill bepermittedby BCDC. When
that memo is issued, the contents will be
circulated promptly to all residents.

—Vby Stan Barbarich

Neighborhood Public Notice

On-going problems with the absence of
notification to the effected neighborhood
whenthe County receivesabuilding project
application that involves a Floating Home
Exception or Architectural Deviation arefi-
nally going to be addressed.

In response to FHA Legal Committee's
repeated urgings, given the close proximity
of floating homes and the community’sin-
terestinpreservingviews, light andthechar-
acter of our marinas, the County Community
Development Agency has agreed to recom-
mend advancepublicnoticefor Architectural
Deviationproposals. Thisensuressurround-
ing homeowners the opportunity to review
the proposed plansand offer their feedback
beforeadecisionismade and, if necessary,
appeal the decision.

Brian Crawford, Planning Services Coor-
dinator, hopes to begin workshops on up-
dating the County Development Code by
early fall. The FHA will be sent pertinent
sectionsof the Codefor review and comment.
Inaddition, Crawford saysthe County isal so
considering code refinements “intended to
clarify the current moorage regul ationsthat
prescribehow thelength andwidth of barges
are regulated in relation to the superstruc-
ture of afloating home.”

Only Floating Home Exceptions are cur-
rently noticedto surrounding neighborhood
property ownersin advance of public hear-
ing. Architectural Deviationshavenot been
subject to public noticing and hearing under
the current codes because they apply only
tolimited heightincreasesof twotofour feet.

Several largestructureshavebeenmoved
intoberthsformerly occupied by small float-
ing homes during the past year, with nega-
tive impacts on views, light and privacy of
neighboring homes. Now, at |east, poten-
tially affected homeownerswill haveasay in
the decision-making process for floating
home projects that involve exception from
the strict application of the County’s mini-
mum devel opment standards.

— by Suki Sennett
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Elect Your Dock Rep

It' stimetocast your votefor theindividual (s) whowill represent your dock at FHA Board
Meetings. Thisisan historic election because one nomination (Liberty Dock) is actually
contested! So when casting your vote, be sureto include your name and address. Votes
will not be counted by candidatesand will bewill bekept confidential. Deadlinefor voting

is September 10.

At press time, no one had been nominated to represent Y ellow Ferry Harbor. If you or
someone you know from YFH isinterested, please write or phone in that person’s name.

Voting isaseasy as 1-2-3:

1. Mail your voteto FHA, PO Box 3054, Sausalito, CA 94966 (ballots must bereceived by
the 10th). Or call the FHA’s answering machine at 332-1916.

2. Votefor ONE person (and/or alternate) you want to represent Y OUR dock.

3. Besuretoincludeyour nameand address. Voteswithout name and addresswill not be

counted.

COMMODORE
Sue Hans (Representative)
Terry Adams (Alternate)
GATEG6 1/2
John Polivka (Representative)
Bill Lyons (Alternate)
WEST KAPPAS
Ashley Sansome (Representative)
Chuck Thomas (Alternate)
EAST KAPPAS
Ted Sempliner (Representative)
Ron Moreland (Alternate)
YELLOW FERRY
?
MAYSLANDING
Gary Richardson (Representative)

A-DOCK
JoAnn Ponek (Representative)
Pierre Vadeille (Alternate)
ISSAQUAH
Richard Mickley (Representative)
Janine Telnack (Alternate)
MAIN DOCK
Tony Williams (Representative)
LIBERTY DOCK
James Mentor (Representative)
Steve Frisch (Representative)
David West (Alternate)
SOUTH FORTY
Richard Holstein (Representative)
Aubrey Degnan (Alternate)

Please take a moment to thank your dock reps for volunteering to serve you and our
community. And please thank the outgoing dock repsfor their service!

Sausalito Millennium Party

You may have received a mailer for the
SausalitoMillennium Party. It sa“bring the
whole family” affair for Sausalito residents
on New Year's Eve 1999.

The “Big Bang Ball” will rock and roll
inside a giant heated tent overlooking the
bay next to the Spinnaker. Festivitiesbegin
at 9:00p.m. andend at 2:00a.m. Therewill be
music, dancing, buffet, theatrical produc-
tions, andlight showswith activitiesfor the
wholefamily including the kids. Ticketsare
$60adults, $20for 13-20year olds,and12and
under free! Call 289-4105 to order tickets.

Towing from Kappas

Only vehicleswithresident stickersor rec-
ognizedvisitors' passesarepermittedtopark
in the Kappas East and West parking lot.
Others, particularly those with Waldo Point
stickers or visitors' passes, are subject to
towing, at a minimum cost of $215. WPH
residents can avoid this costly inconve-
nience by carefully instructing their guests
on where and where not to park.
© 1999 Floating Homes Association

Hot Time at
Sprinkle Benefit

Friendsof AnnieSprinkle, includingsome
of us from the floating homes community,
attended a June 20 benefit at Ft. Mason.
Entitled” SavetheMermaid”, theeventraised
money for Annie, a performanceartist who
lost all her belongingsinthe April 14 Varda
Landing fire.

S.F. firefighter and “Burning Man” fire
chief DaleScott begantheevening withafire
safety lecture, focusing particularly on the
dangers of unattended candles.

Hours of performances followed: musi-
cians, dancers(exoticandotherwise), poets,
comedians -- an unending parade of San
Francisco’ sfinest.

I thought it wasalotlikethoseold Mickey
Rooney - Judy Garland movies: “Annie’sin
trouble. Let'sdoashow!”. Andjust likein
themovies, itall ended happily, thankstoa
community of people coming together.

Remember: becareful withthosecandles!

— by Andy Fusso
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AudrTrfaI If Issaqah Dock. Photo
courtesy of Audrey’ s family.

Farewell to an
Elegant Lady

Theentirefloating home community lost
avery specia memberwhenAudrey Threlfall,
a long-time resident of Issaquah Dock,
passed away inher sleep, apparently of heart
failure, in the wee hours of August 4™,

A truefriend, Audrey’ ssense of funand
humor, generosity of spirit, and her youthful
exuberance will be remembered and greatly
missed by her many friends.

— by Muriel Kifer

Fire Drill on South Forty

OnMay 15, theFireDepartment camewith
atruck blowingitshorn, butthistimethefire-
men cameto educate us on how to save our
lives, our homes, and our neighbors. A few
weeks earlier, they had cometo put out the
fireon ahouseboat lessthan 100 feet away.

After covering what to do for small fires
or afast or largefire, shutting off electricity
and gas, smoke alarm and fire extinguisher
recommendations, the firemen suddenly re-
ceived an emergency call and disappeared.

OnJune20thetruck cameagain for some
“hands on” work using dock hoses. Some
25% of theresidenceswererepresented). As
dock rep, I amlooking for volunteersto help
address some specific concerns:

Duringthefirst 10-15 minutesafter report-
ingafire, werely onourselvesandour neigh-
bors, so everyone should learn basic
firefighting.

The meters in the gas cabinets lack
wrenches to shut the gas off.

We all need smoke alarms and fire extin-
guishers.

Will the fire hoses reach berths #20 and
27?

If anyone has other concerns, I'd like to
hear from you.

—by Richard Holstein



Party-Party. Terry and Kathryn Cox, the* ut-
most, ultimate party organizers’ inthewords
of one Issaquah Dock fan, recently put to-
gether another smashing dock barbecue.
Theaffair waswell attended, and lotsof good
food and drink was consumed (see photos
throughout thisissue). . .

Suki Sennett conveys her heartfelt thanks

New IssaquahresidentsArgelio“ Archie” and PamMaldonado,
are flanked by their surveyors Stuart Riddell and Steve Wed-
lock (who is buying Stuart’ s business). Photo: Emily Riddell
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to Ann G., Muriel K., Cyra Mc., Tony W.,

Barbara G., and Pam B. for their support in

her hour(s) of need. Suki’s broken ankleis

mending slowly. To add to her problems, her
Pekinese Samuel P. Taylor underwent sur-

gery to have 15 teeth removed. Both Suki

and dog are grateful for living in such acar-

ing and supportive community. . .

Home Exchanges. Do
you or does anyone
you know have any ex-

perience exchanging a
floating homefor living
quarters overseas?
We'dlikeyour input for
a future article on this
intriguing prospect:
your personal experi-
ences, plustipsfor oth-
ersonhowtodoit, pros
and cons, what to ex-

pect, etc. If you'd like
to share your thoughts
with other FHA mem-

bers, please contact

Debbi and Lewisareall smilesastheyleave
the chuppa on the end of Gate 6-1/2.

Larry Clinton by e-mail atclick19@aol.com
Or, the “.com-ically challenged” can call
332-6196.

Summer of Love. Debbi Handler and Lewis
Shireman of Gate 6 1/2 were married on Sun-
day, July 18. (about time?) in a ceremony at
the end of the dock... Your humble editor
married the lovely and talented Jane Kirby
at the Sausalito Yacht Club on August 22

(whichiswhy thisissueis|ate getting out).

Profile:

Jeremiah Has a Birthday!
Wasn't Jeremiah a bullfrog? Linda
Sempliner thought their big green houseboat
looked just like one, too. She and her hus-
band, Ted, named it The Jeremiah. When
comingupwithanamefor their seaf ood spe-
cialty company that was born six years ago
aboard their houseboat, it was easy!
InApril, 1993, Tedwent off totheFarmer’s
Market to sell his handmade seafood sau-
sages. He sold out in | 1/2 hours! Ted and
Lindawereexcited.....and maybeonto some-
thing! Demandincreased. They createdmore
sausagevarietiesand several different kinds
of fish cakes, all handmade, low in fat, and
without any preservatives. Their products
arenow inmany major upscale marketsfrom
Sacramento to Santa Cruz, Santa Rosa to
Walnut Creek. They’'rein 21 Safewaysand
two market chainsin the Los Angeles area.
All of this means production has graduated
fromasmall commercial share-kitchento 3,100
square feet of their own space in Novato,
housing a commercial kitchen and produc-
tion facility. Pretty remarkable growth!
What about Ted and Linda? They were
married in 1991, not too long after Lindaar-
rived in Marin County from the East Coast

8 8
Ted and Linda Sempliner of Jeremiah’sand
East Pier.

where shewas aschool district superinten-
dent. Shemet Ted in San Rafael in a carpet
storewherehewasworkingatthetime. Ted's
originisintheL.A. areawherehespenttime
in the carpet business, attended a culinary
academy, dabbledincomputer sales. before
heading north, along with his sailboat. It
wasn’t long before they found a home at
Kappas Marina. Lindaand Ted eventually
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moved onto the “big green bullfrog”. Just
|ast year they traded thefrog for anew home
on East Pier.

Lindahasonly recently becomeanactive
participant in the seafood company after
spending several yearsworkingin SanFran-
ciscoasaschool administrator. Shehandles
the administrative activities and lets Ted
focus on sales and promotions. They are
creating more new products, themost recent
of whichisapalmsizedscallopshell treefilled
with salmon mushroom risotto. Yum!

Asthecompany hasgrownand moreem-
ployeeshavebeen hired, the Semplinersnow
find moretimefor outsideinterestslike golf
andtakingavacationonceinawhile. They're
active in the Sausalito Yacht Club and the
Sausalito Chamber of Commerce. Inkeeping
with the philosophy of Ben & Jerry’ sabout
social responsibility, aportionof Jeremiah’s
profits help support the Marine Mammal
Center at the Marin Headlands.

Congratulations to Ted and Linda and
Happy Birthday to Jeremiah’s Handmade
Seafood Specialties!

— by Maribeth Powell
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Floating Handyman:
Hose Job

A few weeks ago, | noticed some small,
unidentified black particlesin aglasswhen
| filled it at my kitchen sink.

A week or solater, theten-year-old water
supply hose that runs from the dock to my
homeburst at thecoupling. | wasamazedto
findthat theinsideof thehosewaslinedwith
athick coating of greasy black gunk, almost
like a medium weight motor oil (used).

An engineer at the Marin Water District
explained that they add an antibacterial
agent, cloramine, to the water supply, in
addition to chlorine and whatever elsethey
may think is good for us. He said that the
rubber isnot resistant to cloramine, and so
itisdisintegrating, bit by bit.

| asked whether therewasany identified
health risk associated with this breakdown,
and herecommended replacingthehosewith
acloramine-resistanttype, because, after all,
“Youwouldn’'t eat your tires, would you?”

Clever analogiesaside, thiscrudcan’'tbe
viewed as beneficial. So, you might be well
advised to pull off the end of your hoseand
seewhat youfind, andtakeacloselook atthe
water coming out of the tap. If the greasy
stuff isthere, you might want to replace the
hose, or at least start filtering the water be-
fore you drink it.

Cloramine-resistant hosethat issuitable
for outdoor useisnot easy tofind. Most types
areclear and will break downand crack very
quickly when exposed to the elements. One
local plumber feelsthat nearly all the hoses
inthecommunity aremade of the samestuff.
Headdedthattheproblemispresentinsome
Koehler tailets, in which the flapper valves
are not cloramine resistant and are conse-
guently being eaten away.

After calling around the country and
searchingtheWeb, it seemsfairly certainthat
no Bay-area supplier stocks an FDA-ap-
proved, 3/4-inch wide, flexible hose for out-
door use. Several hardware and hose
companiessaidthat they hadit, but they all
turned out to be mis-identifying what they
actually carry.

A number of supplierswill order thehose,
withaminimumorder of 100feet. Pricesrange
from alow of 90 centsto as as high as $8.50
per foot, plus shipping, tax, etc. Michael
Petersen, aka Pump-A-Turd Plumbing, who
has installed a majority of the waste water
systemsinthefloatinghomecommunity, has
agreedtoorder abulk reel, andyoucanthere-
forefulfill your needsthroughhim. Hisphone
is 415.258.9685.
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Enjoy your safe, pleasant-tasting drink-
ing water! And, if you have any knowledge
onthesubject and/or other resources, please
contact me at 332.7225 and the information
will beincluded in afuture issue.

— by Stan Barbarich

Live Action Heros Save
Houseboat From Disaster

On July 4, Joan Marechal and Richard
Mickley were downtown enjoying the
Sausalitofireworksdisplay. Intheir absence,
someindividualswerehavingtheir ownille-
gal fireworksshow fromafloatinthelagoon
borderedby Liberty, Main, | ssaquah, andthe
Co-op. According to several eyewitnesses,
oneof theseillegal rocketswent out of con-
trol and started afireonthecombustiblewood
deck of Joan and Richard’ s floating home,
Absolute Magic, on Issaquah.

Magic indeed prevailed, as alert neigh-
borsMichelleRobband Jeffery Niel sen spot-
ted the fire from the roof of their nearby
houseboat, the Pirate. Jeffery and a friend
swiftly attackedthefledglingblazewithafire
extinguisher. As Richard says, “Joan and |
are obviously very grateful that our home
wassaved. Thiskind of neighborly involve-
mentisoneof thetruly beautiful thingsabout
living in the houseboat community.”

This close call isashocking reminder of
the vulnerability of our homes to fire. Ac-
cording to Greg Jennings of the Marin Fire
Department, all privatefireworksareillegal in
Marin County. Any illegal and dangerous
activity of thistypeshouldbereportedtothe
Sheriff’s Department right away, before an
incident such asthis one actually destroys
one or more of our homes.

—by Richard Mickley

Fiddling while home burns, Richard Mickley (right) and Joan Marechal carry the FHA

Marin City Clock Tower
- Status Report

Inthelast issueof the Floating Timeswe
reported on the proposed construction of a
35foot clock tower andlighted pylonsignto
be built on the north side of Outback
SteakhouseinMarin City’ sGateway Center.
The objectiveisto identify Marin City and
Gateway Center andtoincreasepatronageat
thecenter. West Pier residentsspokeat the
June 7 Planning Commission meeting, siting
height, signage, lighting and code variance
problems. ThePlanning Commissiongranted
acontinuance into July.

Since that time, West Pier and Gate 6 %2
residentswho view the center have met and
discussed their concerns. West Pier resi-
dents Marling and Court Mast, Eric
Vandervilleand AnitaTreash subsequently
met with developers from Burnham Pacific
and TheMartin Company toexchangeideas
and concerns, andthen sent acompilation of
those concerns together with alternative
suggestions for improving patronage and
Marin City identification to the developers
and the Planning Commission. As a result
Burnham Pacificrequested another continu-
ance to study the matter. The next hearing
is scheduled for Monday, September 13, in
room 328 at the Marin County Civic Center.

If youwouldliketoattend, and or tospeak
at the hearing, call the Planning Division at
(415) 499-6269 on or after Tuesday, Septem-
ber 7 for thetimeof thehearing. Atthattime
you may obtain a copy of the staff report,
which presumably will contain the updated
version of the Planning Commission staff’s
recommendation on Burnham Pacific’'s re-
quests for signage and variances.

For more information call Marling Mast,
331-1953.

banner on July 4. Thanksto theinspiration of Laura Bell and the organizational skills of
PamBousqguet and Cor nell Ross, the FHA Kazoo Band once again highlighted Sausalito’s

annual parade. Photo: Jim Woessner.
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CLASSIFIED

AQUAMAISON, INC. Houseboats, concrete
barges, Trfs and remodels. Reputable,
dependable; licensed/bonded. Drafting,
engineer’ g, permit apps, competitive rates.
Free est, lan Moody, 332-3910.

ARCHITECT+ENGINEERING.Houseboat
design: new, refurbished or remodeled,
stability, energy, and structural calcs. Led
Charonnat, Architect. 510-436-3466. OneFifth
Ave Marina, Bld. 28, Oakland 94606

CASH FOR YOUR HOUSEBOAT
NOTES Need cashto pay taxes, other debts,
take advantage of a new investment
opportunity, etc??Wewill purchaseyour note
at the best buy rates available. Call for more
Info. REM Financid (415) 777-9624.

CONCRETE BARGE REPAIRS,
KEVLAR/EPOXY BARRIER COATINGS
ContactWayneL icinaat AmericanOceanics/
Subsea Coating Systems (415) 331-6333.

DECKSAVERS. Deck 70, polyurethane
waterproof deck process and deck
construction. I’ sgreat onmy boat, how about
yours? Call Michael Powell for freeinfo and
estimates. License # 544614 & bonded.
332-9122.

DECKS ROOFS—Prof. applied urethane
walkingdecks, 17 yearsexp. 17 houseboatson
Issaquah alone. Free est., refs., reasonable
prices. PRO TECH WATERPROOFING, at
459-5055.

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR. All
electrical needs. No job too small or too big.
Lowrates. Licensedandbonded. Call Michael
a 331-3609.

FINEART SERVICES Speciatyframingand
custommirrors. RichardMickley, 641ssaquah
Dock and Industrial Center Bldg. 332-6119.

HEALINGBODY THERAPY.| offer relaxing
therapeutic SwedishM assage, energy clearing,
toning or transformational hypnotherapy. 18
years experience. Pamela Vantress, Liberty
Dock. For appointment cal 331-6270.

HOUSEBOAT PAINTING time is now! |
have painted over two dozen floating homes,
interior andexterior. Licensed. References. 5%
discounttoFHA members. All MarinPainting
Company, 332-7961.

INSURANCE. Floating Homes, owner- a
tenant-occupied. Red Shield and FAIR Plan
available. Yacht, auto, business, life/hedlth.
Colomb Insurance Services, broker Dianne
Chute, 331-57700r FAX 331-3237.

INSURANCE - Floating Homes
Owner Occupied. Competitive rates and
coverage. Underwritten by an “A” rated
Company. Call McGinnis Insurance
a 800-486-4008

LEAKING BARGE? CRACK? HOLES?
BROKEN CORNERS?We specidizeinre-
pair and Kevlar epoxy coating of floating
home barges. Call WayneLicina: American
Oceanics, Inc. 415-331-6333.

MOORING LINESREPLACED, BARGES
RAISED & LEVELED. Contact Wayne
Licina at American Oceanics/Subsea Coat-
ing Systems (415) 331-6333.

MARINE SERVICE: BOATS & HOUSE-
BOATS. Eye balts, piling repair, mooring
lines, float construction, hardware & rig-
ging. Complete systems/adjustments. Div-
ing, concrete bargerepair. 332-0145

ADVERTISERS WANTED. The Foating
Times has openings for afew good classi-
fied advertisers. If you know of reliable
handymen, gardeners, housecleaners, win-
dow cleaners or other service providersfor
floating homes, please passtheir namesand
numbersalong to JOoAnn Ponek at 332-5702.

SAILING LESSONS. Club Nautique of
Sausalitoand Alamedaw/sailboatsfor charter
from23-45" providesinstructionfor beginners
and offshore cruisers. US SAILING
certificationcosts$795. Cdll Phil today at 415-
332-8001 or 1-800-599-2582!

SURVEYS. FLOATING HOMES &
YACHTS. Buyer purchase, insurance,
refinance, National Ass’'n of Marine
Surveyors. Stuart Riddell 332-9036.

NORMAN PLUMBING. Houseboat
plumbing. Repairs, sewage pumps, float
switches, holding tank alert alarms. 332-3066.

TRY OUR ADVERTISERS FIRST
Classified advertisersintheFloating Times
all offer special servicesto our community.
WhiletheFl oating HomesA ssociationdoes
not endorsethese or any other vendors, we
urgeyoutocall themfirstwhenyouneedthe
kindsof servicesthey offer. Of course, you
should still check for professional licenses,
bonding, andreferenceswheninvestigating
any vendor, but what better place to start
than with businesses that care enough to
advertisein the Floating Times?

The Floating Times is printed and sponsored by Tam Print, 447 Miller Ave., Mill Valley - 381-5522

Want to place a Classified Ad? Advertisements may be up to six lines. Cost is $30 for six issues.
Call JoAnn Ponek, Classified Manager at 331-5702.
DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: October 25
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FHA Answering Machine:(415) 332-1916

FHAOFFICERS
President
VicePresident
Secretary

Treasurer
MembersatLarge

Administrative Coordinator

COMMITTEES
Environmental

Legel

MembershipCommittee
Newsletter Editor
Classified

Tour Director

WebSite

Harbor Relations

WPH Residents
SERVICES

RBRAHarborAdministrator

Ric Miller

Suki Sennett
KerstanWilliams
CathyMoreland
RonMoreland
HenryBaer
DenizeForant

StuartRiddell
KerstanWilliams
SukiSennett
PamBousquet
Bev Clarke
LarryClinton
JoAnn Ponek
Sue Hans
Andy Fusso
Lew Litzky
StanBarbarich

Bill Price

SanFranciscoBaykeeperHotLine
MarinCountyFireDept—NonEmergency

Sherif—NonEmergency

Kappas Homeowners Assn. RonMoreland

Harbor Equity Group

PamBousquet

331-6116
331-6375
332-1922
332-2429
332-2429
331-9220
331-0249

332-9036
332-1922
331-6375
331-3614
331-8654
332-6196
331-5702
332-2602
331-5836
331-7414
332-7225

289-4143
Pager:458-0833
567-4401
446-4463
332-5422
332-2429
331-3614

DOCKREPS

A-Dock
—Alternate
Commodore
—Alternate
Gate6Y2
—Alternate
KappasEast
Kappas\West
—Alternate
Issaquah
—Alternate
Liberty

Main
—Alternate
MaysHarbor
—Alternate
South Forty
—Alternate
YellowFerry

GOVERNMENT

AnnetteRose

EllieSpater
KerryMazzoni

SFBCDC
FEMA

BobKalloch
SallyChampe
Sue Hans
TerryAdams

Bill Lyons
Donnalunsford
TedSempliner
Chuck Thomas
Marling Mast
CormnellRoss
Terry Cox
JamesMentor
TonyWilliams
SukiSennett
GaryRichardson
Michael Powell
RichardHolstein
HenryBaer
Michael Korman

District3Supervisor

MediationServices
Assemblywoman
Fax-479-2123

Webste: www.floatinghomes.org

332-7701
331-1958
332-2602
332-5428
332-5159
332-5350
331-7228
331-1241
331-1953
331-3614
332-3145
331-4040
332-6296
331-6375
332-9030
332-9122
331-5132
331-9220
331-8926

499-7331
332-8533
499-6191
479-4920
916-455-7783
557-3686
800-462-9029
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