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They Should Be Lending On Our Homes

—byMarnieTattersall

"dguessthat well over half of usbank with either Bank of Americaor WellsFargo. Both

I banksareactivemortgageand homeequity lenders. And Federal law requiresbanksto
providefinancinginall neighborhoodsinwhich they have branches. Sowhy dothey
persistin redlining Sausalito’ sfloating homesout of their lending portfolios?

Weunderstandthat floatinghomesarenot traditional “ real estate”. But at 400 homes
strong, andwithvalues upto$1million, thisisasignificant percent of bonafidehomes
toignoreforlending. And community lending goal smust not beforgotten.

Fortunately, therehasbeen arecent moveinthe State A ssembly Bankingand Finance
Committeeby membersKerry M azzoni and chairman Lou Papanto ensurethat thenewly
merged BankA merica(NationsBank) doesnotignoreitscommunity lending obligations.
Whilethislegislativeeffortisnot specifically targeted for floating homes, thetimingis
helpful. Andattherecent FHA Annual MeetingMs. Mazzzoni personally committedto
respondtoour community’ sspecial financingneeds.

Thank goodnessBank of M arindoesfl oatinghomemortgages, but that givesthemanear
monopoly. Whilethesting of beingineligiblefor Bank of Marinfinancingisparticularly
acutefor floatinghomeownerswithout concretehulls, weall know theperilsof monopoly.
So, thetimeisright to broadenthiscaptivemarket’ sfinancing options.

Thus,itturnsout, | havecomplai ned/volunteered myself intochairinganew FHA com-
mitteeaimedat researchingandlobbyingnot only Bof A andWellsFargo, but other lenders
aswell. Thisisanefforttoincreaseour borrowing options, reduceour interest rates, and
improveour gligibility parametersfor first mortgagesand homeequity loans. Thisunder-
takingwillincludelow-incomefinancingaswell, sothat wecan attempttoaccommodatethe
full rangeof needs.

Someof our fellow homeownersinclud-
ing Denize Forant and John Polivkahave
kindly offeredtohelpmeinthisendeavor.

Doyouhaveany leads, insights, experi-
encesor inputyoucanshareaswebuildthis
effort? Or better still, can you spareafew
hoursto participateonthecommittee?We
would appreciate all the help we can get.
Pleasefeel freeto contact meat 954-8103, or
331-9629 or marnie. tettersall @abc.comwith
any informationyoumay have.

Thereispent updemandfor floatinghome
financing by credit-worthy homeowners.
Thisshouldbegoodbusinessfor thebanks,

When isit News and

When isit Not?
—byRicMiller, FHAPresident

passerby asked me,
“Doesthat dog bite?".
Caesar, theboxerfromthe

housearound the corner, eyedthe
stranger cautiously andsat silently
near wherel wasstanding.
“Why, of coursenot”, | repliedas
amatter of fact.
TheFrenchgentlemanleanedfor-
wardandhastily shotout hishandto
givethedogasharp pat onthehead.
Sometimespeopletell youwhat
youask andthey don’ t volunteer ad-
ditional, possibly vital information.
Asyou'll notefromwhat isinthis
issueof theFloating Times, al ot of
goodthingsarehappening. Someresi-
dentshavevolunteeredtoorganize
firedrillsandothersaresearchingfor
financingfor our homes.
Butthereareitemsof newsthat
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(Continued on Page 2)

President’s Message

andgoodbusinessfor us. Weintendtomake
adifferenceforthegoodof all ourhomesand
our pocketbooks.

Finding financing for floating homeswith-
out concrete bargeswill bea priority of the
new FHA committee. Photo: Ric Miller

K appasPermit Update
—byRonMoreland
smany but not all of youknow,
A theKappasMarinaBay Conser-
vation& Development Commis-

s0n(BCDC) permitexpiredin1992, dongwith
theWPH and Y ellow Ferry Harbor permits.
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Kappas hasbeen working ontherenewal
processfora most 8years. Webelievemost
of thedel ay hasbeen causedby bureaucratic
inaction by variousgovernment agencies,
includingtheBCDC.

Early intherenewal processitwasdeter-

(Continued on Page2)
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President’sM essage
(Continued from page1)
arenotinthisissue. Therearefurther devel-
opmentswiththeWaldo Point Harbor rede-
velopment plan. Therearea sopotential new
enforcement policiesby stateregul atorsthat
may affectall of us. Whyisn'titinthenews?
Itisbecausethereisinsufficient clearinfor-
mationtobespreadingrumorsthat may have
nobasisinfact. Oneresident passedonsome
informationregardingregulations, sothat |
could,”... tellmy group”.

“1t’ snot my group,” | edified.

TheFHA belongstothecommunity. 1’ m
onatwo-year stintaspresident. | trytokeep
the meetingsrunning smoothly and make
suretheassociationaddressesissuesraised
by residentsor their representatives. The
FHA hasalwaysprovided aforumfor float-
inghomeresidents’ concernswhichistem-
peredby aharbor-widecommunity viewpoint.

Theimportant messageisthattheFHA is
aresourcefor residentsand homeowners. |
amgrateful andamazedwhenresidentsvol-
unteer bigchunksof timeandefforttohelp
makethefloatinghomescommunity safer,
moreaffordable, or just abetter place. Please
usetheFHA asyour community resource.

Sowhat happenedwith Caesar?Witha
friendly patonthehead, hegratefullywiggled
hisbob-tailed butt. He’ sagood dog even
though he doesoccasionally |eave some-
thingonthedock. Andif youwanttofindout
what’ snew onyour dock andinyour com-
munity, pleasecheck theFloating Times. Or
formorefrequent updates, check thewebsite
atwww.floatinghomes.org. Y ou can contact
meat presi dent@f| oatinghomes.org.

{
Kappas Per mit

(Continued from page1)
minedthat somehomesextended over onto

publicunderwater streetsleasedto Kappas
but not intended for use as berth space.
Kappashasofferedtotradeprivately owned
underwater landtothe Statefor thepublic
landunderthehomes. Wearegladtoreport
thattheStatel. andsCommissionhasagreed
tothistrade.
Oncethelandtradehasbeenformally com-
pleted, hopefully sometimebeforeJuly 1999,
Kappaswill then go back tothe BCDC to
begintheprocessof obtainingapermitre-
newal. Whenwill Kappasfinally getitsper-
mit? Atthispointnooneiswillingtoguess,
butwewill keepeveryoneinformed.
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Preparing for Y2K

Becausenoonecanbecertainaboutthe
effectsof theY 2K problem, theAmericanRed
Crosshasdevel opedachecklist of easy steps
you cantaketopreparefor possibledisrup-
tions. For adiscussion of thebackground
and potential problemsassociatedwiththe
Y ear 2000 technology problem, check the
ARC' swebsite: www.redcross.org (there's
adirect link from the FHA home page at
www.floatinghomes.org). Meanwhile, these
recommendationsmakegood sense, regard-
lessof thepotential problem:

____ Checkwithmanufacturersof essen-
tial computer-controlled el ectronicequip-
menttoseeif that equipment may beaffected.
Thisincludesfireand security darmsystems,
programmabl ethermostats, appliances, con-
sumer electronics, garagedoor opener's, el ec-
tronic locks, and any other electronic
equipmentinwhichan“embeddedchip” may
control itsoperation.

____ Stock disaster suppliestolast sev-
eral daystoaweek for yourself and those
wholivewithyou. Thisincludeshavingnon-
perishablefoods, storedwater, andanample
supply of prescriptionandnonprescription
medi cationsthat youregularly use.

____Asyouwouldinpreparationfor a
stormof any kind, havesomeextracashon
handin caseel ectronictransactionsinvolv-
ing ATM cards, credit cards, and thelike
cannot beprocessed. Plantokeepcashina
safeplace, and withdraw money fromyour
bankinsmall amounts.

___Similartopreparingforawinter storm,
itissuggestedthat youkeepyour automo-
bilegastank abovehalf full.

____Incasethepowerfails, plantouse
alternativecookingdevicesinaccordance
withmanufacturer’ sinstructions. Don’tuse
openflamesor charcoal grillsindoors.

___Haveextrablankets, coats, hats, and
glovestokeepwarm. Pleasedonot planto
usegas-fueled appliances, likeanoven, as
andternativeheatingsource. Thesamegoes
forwood-burningor liquid-fueled heating
devicesthat arenot designedtobeusedin
aresidential structure. Campstovesandheat-
ersshould only be used out of doorsina
well-ventilated area. If youdo purchasean
aternativeheating device, makesureitis
approvedfor useindoorsandislistedwith
theUnderwritersL aboratories(UL).

____Haveplenty of flashlightsand extra
batteriesonhand. Don’ tusecandl esforemer-
gency lighting.

___Examineyour smokealarmsnow. If
you havesmokeal armsthat arehard-wired
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into your home' s electrical system (most
newer onesare), check to seeif they have
battery back-ups. Everyfall, replaceall bat-
teriesin all smokealarmsasageneral fire
safety precaution.
___Bepreparedtorelocatetoashelter
forwarmthandprotectionduringaprolonged
power outageor if for any other reasonlocal
officialsrequest or requirethatyouleaveyour
home. Listentoabattery-operatedradioor
televisionforinformationabout whereshel -
terswill beavailable,
___Ifyouplantouseaportablegenera-
tor, connectwhat youwanttopower directly
tothegenerator; donot connectthegenera-
tortoyour home' selectrical system. Besure
tokeepageneratorinawell-ventilatedarea,
either outsideorinagarage, keepingthedoor
open. Don’t put agenerator inyour base-
ment or anywhereinsideyour home.
___Checkwiththeemergency services
providersinyour community toseeif there
ismoreinformeationavail ableabout howyour
community ispreparing for any potential
problems. Beanadvocateand support ef -
fortsby yourlocal police, fire,andemergency
management officialsto ensurethat their
systemswill beabletooperateat all times.
The American Red Crosshelpspeople
prevent, preparefor, andrespondtoemer-
gencies, and providesdisaster preparedness
informationandclassesinfirstaidandother
lifesaving skills, to help keep familieslike
yourssafer. For moreinformation, contact
theARCMarinChapter at 721-1365.
—byEmilyRiddell

WPH to Replace Pilings

Sincetheheavy rainsandflooding dur-
ingFebruary 1998, many residentsof Waldo
Point Harbor becameawareof many weak-
ened and somewhat dangerouspilingsse-
curingtheir floating homes.

Because of various problemswith the
BCDC and other matters, very little of the
needed replacement work was compl eted
over theensuing months.

FHA PresidentRicMillerandHarbor Re-
lationsCommitteeChairmanL ew Litzky met
recently withWal do Point Harbor owner Lew
Cook andother harbor managementtoclear
upany misunderstandingsandmisconcep-
tionsandtoget thepiling replacement pro-
gramback ontrack.

TheHarbor management haspromisedto
comeupwithaplantospeeduptheprocess
inthevery near future. Detailswill bemailed
toresidentswiththeupcomingMay monthly
billing statements.

—byLewlLitzky
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Content Sought
For FHA Web Site

TheH oatingHomesA ssociationwebsite
is up and running at http://
www.floatinghomes.org. We dlikeyourhelp
toaddinteresting content for membersand
thegeneral public.

Major sectionsroughly parallel theFHA
committeestructure. Weencouragecommit-
teechairsand membersto add content giv-
ing background information and recent
updatesontheir activitiesandissues.

We' realsolookingfor compellingstories
andimages, factsabout floatinghomeliv-
ing, our history, and perhapsyour best pho-
tostoscanand postonthesite.

If you haveideas or somethingto add,
sendemail towebmeaster @fl oatinghomes.org
orcall meat 331-5836.

Fort Baker’s Future
Still Unresolved

Thewrestlingmatch continuesbetween
theNational Park Service(NPS), theGolden
GateNationd Recrestion Area(GGNRA) and
thealarmed citizensof Sausalitoandthesur-
roundingsconcerning proposedusesof Fort
Baker. (See theFebruary FloatingTimes for
background ontheissues.)

Basically the GGNRA andthe NPS are
sayingthey want to push aheadin spiteof
community concerns. The Sausalito City
Council andmany citizensareworried about
trafficandtheheavy concentration of visi-
torsattracted by the* new andimproved”
servicestheplanenvisions.

If youwantto catchuponthelatest de-
velopmentsandfind out what you cando,
contact CitizensFor ResponsibleDevel op-
ment Of Fort Baker, whichcanbereached at
332-1146. They alsohaveaweb site: www.
Fortbaker.com.

—LanceBelville

Rest Insured

For new homeownersandresidentsthis
article will update the insurance options
availabletoyouforyourfloatinghome.

CdliforniaFAIR Plan. Asinthepast, there
isthe FAIR Plan, available through most
Cadliforniainsuranceagents. TheFAIRPlan
providesbasicproperty insuranceonyour
floatinghomeanditscontents. Coverageis
availablefor bothowner andrenter occupied
homes. It has, however, several major draw-
backs. Contentsarenotinsuredforthede-
preciated cost toreplacethem. There' salso
nocoveragefordamageduetowater leaks,
sewer backup or theft. If youwant liability
insurance, youmust buy it separately.

Thebasicadvantageof theFAIRPlanis
that youmay find the premiumto belower
thantheother alternatives. However, only
by comparisonshoppingwill youbeableto
tell thedifference, if any. Remembertoadd
thecost of theliability insurance(required
by mostmarinas)totheFAIRPlanpremium.

Red Shield InsuranceCo.Alternately,
thereisthe policy offeredby Red ShieldIn-
surance. Thisisareal homeownerspolicy
that insuresthefloatinghomeand contents
for most perils, including theft and marine
perils, suchassinking. Liabilityinsuranceis
includedinthecoverage. Replacement cost
coveragefor contentsisoptional. Thecov-
erageisavailablebothfor owner or renter
occupiedfloatinghomes.

Y ou can obtain this coverage through
Lucy Payneat PayneWhittington I nsurance
Services(415-673-8928) or DianeChuteat
ColombInsurance(415-331-5770).

CignalnsuranceCo. TheCignapolicyis
similar tothe Red Shield policy described
above. Thecostof theCignacoverageseems
tobesimilartoRed Shield. TheCignapolicy
isonly offeredthroughM cGinnisInsurance.
Contact Dave Snery thereat 510-284-4433for
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moreinformation. Thispolicyisonly avail-
ableforowner occupiedfloatinghomes.

Sowhat isthebottom line?Comparison
shop! Y ou may savesomemoney by taking
ahigher deductible. Makesuretoask what
is“not covered’ . Homeownerspoliciesbasi-
callyinsurefor everything, unlessitisex-
cluded. Ifitisavailable, it susually agood
ideatobuy replacement cost coveragefor
your personal possessions.

If anyoneisaware of any other home-
owner typeinsurancethat isavailablefor
floatinghomes, pleasemakesuretocontact
the FHA withtheinformation. Wewill be
gladtofollow uponit.

—byRonMoreland

JointheFHA

Tour Committee

Volunteerswanted. It’ sTour timeagain
andweareaskingforyourhelp. Comejoina
great group of peoplehavingfunproducing
the 1999 FloatingHomes Tour, whichwill be
heldon Sunday, September 26. Get toknow
your neighbors, notjust theFl oatingHomes
Community but alsothe* outsideneighbor-
hood” that welivein.

We need someoneto help producethe
Tour Program. Thisyear, wearedoingaret-
rospectiveof theFloating HomesCommu-
nity over thelastfifteenyears. For that we
will be writing about the history of the
SausalitoHouseboat Community, history of
thehomesontheTour, andthepeoplethat
haveshapedtheFl oatingHomesCommunity.
Itwill beavery excitingundertaking.

A Registration Coordinator is also
needed. There’ snobetter way tomeet the
insideand outsidecommunitiesthat welive
in. How excitingandstimulatingitistosee
that money comingfor our charitiesandthe
FHA. Inadditiontothesetwopositionswe
just need someall around supporthelpon
thecommittee.

Anythingyoucanshareof local history,
stories,local color andinput about thecom-
munity wouldal sobemostwelcome. Y oucan
e-mail me any and all thisinformation at
sghans@pacbell.net. Sofor youreally old
timerspleasetakeafew minutestojotdown
thosewonderful memoriesand sharethem
withtherest of theworld. Picturestoo!

Pleasecall meat 332-2602if you' dliketo
volunteeryourtimeoryour homeforthe1999
Tour. Evenifyoucan’ tjoinuson September
26, there's plenty that needs to be done
beforehand.

Thankssovery muchinadvanceforyour
inputandhelp.

—bySueHans, Tour Director
© 1998 Floating HomesAssociation




The Essence of Waldo Point

Circa 1971

[Thisissecond half of an articleby Andree
Connors, fromthe January 9,1972 Califor-
niaLiving, edited by Emily Riddell ]

WaldoPointgrooveson. Total lyimprob-
ableandveryreal.

L oseyour dreamsandyouwill loseyour
mind.

Whichbringsustothemossy sideof the
WaldoPointcoain.....becausethereisasad,
losing sidetothiscommunity, aswell asa
brave,imaginativeside.

Therearepeopleherewiththehaunted,
frustratedl ook of thosewhohavetheshreds
of adream, but nottheambitionor strength
to actualize it. And people who' ve been
beatenbytheworld, justoncetoooften. And
they’ reherelickingtheirwounds, andthey’re
theoneswho’ Il never leave- but alsonever
fully enjoy what Waldo Point
hastooffer.

Andontopof that, there’ sa
hydra-headed monster to be
held at bay constantly. Allis
notgroovyinwaterfront para-
dise. The enemy has been
named andisdiscussed end-
lesdly... there saMagjor Threat
andaMinor Threat.

TheMinor Threatisalegion
of land developers, who see
WaldoPoint notasasanctuary
forandternate,andcol orful way
of life, butasaneyesore,anda
wasteof valuablelandandwa-
ter. Asitis, thefunky commu-
nityisborderedononesidewith
ayacht clubfull of seemingly identical, ex-
pensive, whitesloopsandontheotherwith
acuriously suburbanhouseboat devel op-
ment, which ranges from Ticky Tacky to
Good Taste.

Inthemiddleof thissqueezepl ay areGates
Fiveand Six...anamost mythical array of
boatsandbargesonatwenty-four acrechunk
of shorelinethat’ sowned by DonArques-
abenevolent Big Daddy figurewhoinher-
itedtheland andwho, for hisownreasons,
choosestoallowthissurreal scenetoflour-
ish,instead of selling hisproperty todevel-
opers, or theinterested Bank Of America.

Touristscome, especiallyinthesummer,
hungwithcamerasandquestions. Art classes
set upeaselsand paintwithafrenziedkind
of concentration. .. asthoughthey, too, know
that this scene may be gonethe next time
they driveby.

Themajor threatisthe County Govern-
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ment. Sheriff’scarscruise slowly onthe
outskirts, lookingtotheinhabitantsof Gates
Fiveand Six likesomany predatorswaiting
fortheprey toweaken. And maybethat’s
understandablefor Waldo Pointisn’tgoing
alongwiththecurrent Americanway of life:
Cleanlinessisn’tnexttogodlinessthere,and
workingeighthoursaday inaconventional
jobisn’taprerequisitefor respect. Pulling
yourown weightis,though, asisthestamina
towithstand anamost total | ack of conve-
niences.

Thesheriffsareaccepted by thepeople
asjust another tentacle of the seemingly
endlessarmsof theCounty and City govern-
ments, af eelingthat’ sadmittedly notunique
toWaldo Point. Butthereisagrimkind of
laissez-faireattitude: Y ou leave usalone,
we'll leaveyou a one. Sort of amutati on of
theghettopsychology...thedifferencebe-
ing that the people at Waldo are there by

Waldo Point Harbor asitlookedin 1969. Photo: Emily Riddell

choice.

Butlookingovertheir collectiveshoul der
atanamorphousglobof housingproject, uni-
formsandmorefreeways, they can’ thel pbut
wonder: What happenedtotheAmericanPer-
sonal AdventureProject? Whendid experi-
mentationinlifestylestop beinganational
goal and start being suspect?

Therehavealwaysbeendark, unproven
rumors about how many of these hip
waterfrontlingsarearmed, andwithwhat.
Andit’ salwaysbeenunderstood, andlately
proventhattheirway of lifewill notbegiven
upwithout somekindof resistance. Thelaw
of survival reaches agut-level simplicity
there, andcynicismaboutthelegal processes
abounds.

Theredtapesyndromethat afflictsthe
bureaucratic systemnationwideisexagger-
atedhere, or atleast seemstobe: TheCounty
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laws regarding floating homes in Marin
County watersareconvol utedandcomplex.

Alot, but notall, of thepeopleof Gates
Fiveand Six haveinterpreted thebuilding
codes |loosely and creatively. And the
twenty-fivedollarsfor theCounty-required
occupancy permitisoftentwenty-four dol -
larsmorethantheboat’ soccupanthas. The
tensionbetweentheCounty and\Wal do Point
hasbeenbuildingforthelast fewyearsand
itexplodedthispast Juneinto“ The Great
Naval Encounter” or, asit’ ssometimesre-
ferredtoatWaldoPoint,“ TheTruly Appall-
ingandViciousHomeswipeEpicCadenza’.

It began when the County Sheriff seta
precedentby enlistingCoast Guardboatsas
vehiclestocarry armedsheriffsinto Gates
Five and Six, in order to tow away two
houseboats.. . (thetotal number of boatsthe
County Boardof Supervisorshadauthorized
thesheriffstoremoveissomewherebetween
sixandthirty. Residentes-
timatesvary.)

Thefirst boat wasre-
moved, beached and
guarded; literally guarded
withdrawnguns, before
the Waldo Point forces
couldorganize. Butwhen
thesheriffscameinforthe
secondboat, they encoun-
teredaflotillaof small craft,
which surrounded the
Target Boat, “Joe’s
Camd”. The Sheriffs, hav-
ing been given orders,
seemed confused, then
angered, by the
boatowners’ lack of com-
pliancewhenorderedtomoveaway.

Somehow, intheensuinghasd e, twoskiff-
|oadsof boatpeoplegot rammedandover-
turned, andthecrew of asmall workboat, “ The
Trandove’,wasarrested. But“ Joe' sCamel”
wasleft behind.

TheBoard of Supervisorscalledamora-
toriumandtheboatpeoplecalledalawyer.
Thesagahasn’t ended. Lawyerson both
sidesarestill wendingtheir way througha
legal mazeof rightsandpriorities...human
rights, property rights, governmental rights,
collectivevs.individual rights, water rights.

Who comesfirst, Chicken Big or Egg
Little?Oristhat ChickenL.ittleandBigBrother

There's something very fundamental
happeningthere. ButwhereisJonathanSwift
now that weneed him?



I DOCK NEWS v

LongtimeY ellow Ferry residents Suzanne
and Steve Dunwell bitthereal estatebullet
and sold their floating home earlier this
month. Both Steveand Suzannehave served
asYdlow Ferry Dock Reps, and Suzannewas
instrumental, along with Suzanne Simpson
of Issaquah Dock, in devel oping the notori-

Seve and Suzanne Dunwell, with Sally, the
Wonder Dog. Photo: Larry Clinton

ousHumming Toadfish Festival of 1989-90.
Suzanne moved onto managing Chambers
of Commercein Sausdlito, Mill Valley, and
Novato, wheresheand Stevewill be start-
inglifeanew aslandlubbers... Congratula-
tions to A-Docker Bob Kalloch, who
bounced back from a nasty bout of influ-
enzaalalLaNifia... AndbestwishestoMain
Doc mainstay Suki Sennett who retired on
March 30 from a 15-year career in County
government. Suki spent nineyearsasaide
to Supervisor Al Aramburu, and six years
withthe County Administrator’ sOffice. Not
quiteready tokick back, Suki hasjoinedthe
Executive Committee of theMarin Arts Coun-
cil. She remainsunder contracttotheMarin
TelecommunicationsAgency whereshe's
negotiating cablefranchiserenewals, andis
continuing asstaff of the Frank Lloyd Wright
Civic Center Conservatory (which she
founded). She'll also continueto serveas
VicePresident andlegal committeeco-chair
fortheFHA and anactivemember of WPH's
Harbor Equity Group, whereshe'll bestay-
ingin contact with many of theofficialsshe's

Suki celebratesher retirement.

workedwith over theyearsat Big Pink. . .
InMemorium. Ruth Cogtdllo, longtimeresi-
dent and homeowner on Issaquah Dock,
passed away onMarch 3in SantaRosa. Ruth
lived ontheferry Vallgjo inthe early ‘60s
and wasknown asagourmet cook, patron
of thearts, Giants/49er fan, lover of nature
andjazz, comforter of strays, hostess, hel per,
raconteur, humanist, travel er and poet.

Profile:

Good Neighbors,
Good Food

Fiveyearsago, long-timeMarinCounty
residentsTony and AnnetteDavary saw an
opportunity toopenarestaurant near the
Sausalitowaterfront. After 25yearsinSan
Rafael itwas “Bye” to Tony’ sPlaceand
“Hello” toBaysideCafe. Asthey have
watched their clientele and their menu
growthey haveneverregrettedtheirde-
cisontomove. Customersfromtheir San
Rafael restaurant evenfollowedthemto
Sausalito!

Though Bayside Cafeis at abusy
crossroads (i.e. tourist Mecca) the
Davarys havedevel opedquiteacoterie
of regularsandthat’ swhat makestheir
businesssomuchfun- seeingthesame
peopleover andover again, making new
friends, watchingchildrengrow up, shar-
ingintheir neighbors' trialsandtribula-
tions. TheDavarysmanagedtorecreate
that samehomey feelingthey lovedsomuch
about their other restaurant

Inthesummer monthsthecafeisvisited
by lotsof touristsandthroughout theyear
it'saregular stopforthecyclistsriding by
theirfrontdoor. Tony canbefoundrunning

around, keeping everyone on their toes.

Annettegreetsand seats, anddaughter Alise

deliversyourorder.
Servingbreakfastandlunch,theDavarys

oI

Tony, Annette and Alise Davary at the Bayside
Cafe. Photo: Maribeth Powell

havedevel oped arather extensvemenu. The
kitchen isunder the supervision of Chef
Jesus, who camewith Annetteand Tony
fromtheir San Raf ael establishment. Break-
fastisavailableall day. Thereareover 25
choicesof omelettes, 20differentegg combo
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dishes, pancakes, wafflesand Frenchtoast.

Lunch selections are al so numerous and

varied. Alongwithsalads,includingaChi-

neseChicken andaBaysideCaesar, there
are hot and cold sandwiches, lots of
burgers, and somepastachoices. They
alsofeature”lighter side’ sel ections, veg-
etarianitems, akid’ smenu (peanut butter
& jelly-yum!) and, of course, special sof
theday. Inahurry? Runinforahomemade
pastry,ascoop(ortwo) of Bud' sicecream
or a smoothie, madewith fresh seasonal
fruit. Needalittlepick-me-up? Howabout
afreshcarrotjuice, acappuccinofloat, a
glassof chardonnay?

Tony, AnnetteandAlisereally enjoy
beingapart of our great community and
areavidsupportersoftheFHA. They're
alwayseager to advertiseour Floating
HomesTour andif youattendedthean-
nual FHA mestinginFebruary maybeyou
wereoneof thelucky oneswhosenumber

wasdrawnintheraffle forafreemeal atthe
cafe. Stop inandsay “hello” nexttimeyou
arewanderingby. Thankthemfortheirsup-
port. They’ Il makeyou feel welcome and
they’ll suretakecareof thosehunger pangs.

—byMaribeth Powell
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Richardson Bay Has
asMuch Traffic as 101

M otoristsgoinghomeacrossRichardson
Bay BridgeinMarinregularly facealateaf-
ternoontraffic slow down. Butthey’ renot
theonlytrafficproblemfor RichardsonBay.
Cormorants and pelicans go bumper-to-
bumper, too.

Pelicansand cormorantsafter feeding. Photo: RuthWebber  them,

Thebay isfull of fishers.

Athightidethepterodactyl-likepelicans
swooplow over thewater. | f they seeher-
ring, word quickly goesout. Morepelicans
arrive. Thencormorantsgetthenews. They
flock tothewest edge of RichardsonBay,
near our floatinghomes, andwaituntil there’ s
acrowd. Eventually therewill beenoughfor
afish-drive. Sometimesseverd hundred cor-
morantswill gather. Their | eader beginsshoo-
ingthefishacrossthebay, followedbya
long line of head-to-tail, bumper-to-
bumper big black birds flapping their
wingsonthewater, anddivingunder, up,
under, up, under, acrossthewidest part
of the bay. Pelicans seem to policethe
drive. Thepursuitisusually successful,
andthecormorantssit onthewater, di-
gesting, before they take to pilings to
spread anddry theirwings.

Onceacrossthebay, if thetide, weather

S

Andjust assuddenly disappear again.
MallardsfindahomeonRichardsonBay,
oncetermed ' the Fort Knox of Bird-dom.”
Despitecatswhocontrol thepiers, mallard
hens seek hidden protection among the
planksand hatchasmany as12 ducklingsat
atime. Laterthelittleoneswill becheeping
atthehen’scommand: “ Outyougotothe
bay mud.” Andthey doleap out, feet ex-
tended, withgreat trust.
Gullsarethestrongmen
of thebay. When the her-
ring are in, their cries of
“Food! Food!” sound as
gleeful as kids in a play-
groundduring recess. Sure
they beg, and of course
they squabble; they acti-
vatethebay.Gullssharein-
formation enthusiastically.
Fivesecondsafterthat 1989
earthquake, gullswerefly-
ingingreat circles, loudly
complainingabout thebe-
trayal of the earth below

i
7
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L oons have been seen
and heard on RichardsonBay, sonear the
center of metropolitan SanFrancisco! A black
swandroppedinfor afew days. Interested
egretswill watchtrafficgoby, standingnext
tothefreeway. Graceful grebesdivejust 10
feetfromour deck, pop up, skidacrossthe
water inacourtingdance. A night heron,
with histopknot plume, will stand motion-
lessfor half an hour until he snaps at his
quarry.

=

Inthefall, wehavebuffleheadsandrafts
of scaup or bluebills. Occasionally afew
Canadageesefly overhead, with character-
istichonks.

Thisisabusy bay withlotsof traffic.

— by Ruth Webber

The Furnace, Part Two

Inthelastissuel wroteaboutthedemise
of our20yearoldgasfurnace. | ttook several
weekstodecidewhichreplacement hadthe
best bang for thebuck.

Weweregladwetook thetimebecause
wegotanumber of variedestimatesranging
from$1685t0$2700. EvenConsumer Reports
couldn’t givearecommendation.

The most outrageous was an estimate
givenby aninstaller, afteravolley of Span-
ishbeing spokentohisassociate. Wesaid
we' dthink aboutit. Twonightslater, at6:30
inthepouringrain, therewasaknock at the
door. “We' reheretotakeout your furnace”,
they said. They arrivedwithout acontract,
or areplacement furnace. Astounded, we
thankedthemfortheir zeal and madeit clear
thatwehadmadeother arrangements. They
were obviously very surprised that we
weren't going to use their service. We
breathed asighof relief asthey disappeared
intothedark night.

Another estimatewasfor $2200.00which
included a5% senior discount, afiveyear
guaranteeonall partsandlaborincluding
returningthefurnaceafter fiveyearsif we
weren’ thappy, andfour pagesof references
fromsatisfiedcustomers. Thetechnicianwas
very professional andworecleancoveralls.

Hewasdefinitely acontender.

Thelast contractor gaveusanestimate
for$1700.00and mentionedupfront that
theunitwoul d benoisi er than our present
furnace. Hewasvery professional, giv-
ingusawrittenestimate. Weaskedif we
couldseeoneinoperation. Hesentusto
ahousethat wasbeing remodeledwhere
they hadjustinstalled one. Welooked.
Welistened. Itwassdlightly noisier, but
asitwouldbeinstaledinour bottomfloor

andfoodholdup, they will regroupnear  \41|ardsand gullscoexist Photo: RuthWebber  thenoisewouldbeinsignificant.

thefishschool,anddoitall over again. It
isanawesomesi ght that makesyouwonder
how fishermencanfindanytosell.
Cootsmeet at shoreline, bobbing their
heads. Thousandsof sanderlingschatterin-
cessantly alongtidewater edge. A flock will
taketotheair, swirlinglikeaschool of fish,
showingfirsttheir dark wingsandthenturn-
ingsothatthewhiteundersidesmagically
appear. Firstyoudon’t seethem, thenthey
turninaflashandmakeacloudof flyinghirds.
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Surf scoters, withtheir unusual colored
heads, liketoeat our mussels. Gull sand sco-
terssmash shellstoget at themeat, some-
timesdroppingmussel sonour roofsandthen
attackingthemwith steady purpose.

Hummingbirdswhir aroundour flowers.
Pigeonshumand coo. Sparrowsdart past.
We veseenamarshhen. Ternshover above
thewater until they seeafishandthenplunge
likeavengingangels.

Page6

BINGO! Wesigned acontract and
madeal0%deposit. Thenextweek, avery
efficienttechnicianinstalledtheunitall by
himself. Hetesteditthroughmany cycles,
andshowedushowtoprogramthenew age
€l ectronicthermostat whichdoeseverything
but putthecoffeeoninthemorning.

Wearedelightedwiththeinstal l ation of
our new furnaceand glad that wetook the
timeandefforttodotheresearch.

—byStuartRiddell



CLASSIFIED

AQUAMAISON,INC.Househoats, concrete
barges, Trfs and remodels. Reputable,
dependable; licensed/bonded. Drafting,
engineer’ g,permit apps, competitive rates.
Freeest, lanMoody, 332-3910.

ARCHITECT+ENGINEERING.Houseboat
design: new, refurbished or remodeled;
stability, energy, and structural calcs. Lea
Charonnat, Architect. 510-436-3466. OneFifth
Ave Maring,Bld.28,0akland94606

CASH FOR YOUR HOUSEBOAT
NOTES Needcashtopaytaxes, other debts,
take advantage of a new investment
opportunity, etc??Wewill purchaseyour note
a thebest buy ratesavailable. Call for more
Info.REM Financid (415) 777-9624.

CONCRETE BARGE REPAIRS,
KEVLAR/EPOXY BARRIERCOATINGS
Contact WayneL icinaat AmericanOceanics
SubseaCoating Systems(415) 331-6333.

DECKSAVERS. Deck 70, polyurethane
waterproof deck process and deck
congtruction. It’ sgreat onmy boat, howabout
yours?Call Michael Powell forfreeinfoand
estimates. License # 544614 & bonded.
39122

DECKS ROOFS—Prof. appliedurethane
walkingdecks, 17yearsexp. 17houseboatson
Issaquah alone. Freeest., refs., reasonable
prices. PROTECH WATERPROOFING, at
4595085,

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR. All
electrical needs. Nojobtoosmall ortoobig.
Lowrates. Licensedandbonded. Call Michedl
at 331-3609.

FINEART SERVICES Specidtyframingand
cusommirrors. RichardMickley, 641 ssaquah
DockandIndustrial Center Bldg. 332-6119.

HEALINGBODY THERAPY. | offer rdaxing
thergpeutic SwedishMassage, energy clearing,
toningortransformational hypnotherapy.18
yearsexperience. PamelaVantress, Liberty
Dock. For gppointment cal 331-6270.

HOUSEBOAT PAINTINGtimeisnow! |
havepainted overtwodozenfloatinghomes,
interiorandexterior. Licensed. References 5%
discounttoFHA members. AllMarinPainting
Company, 332-7961.

INSURANCE. Floating Homes, owner-or
tenant-occupied. Red Shieldand FAIRPlan
available. Y acht, auto, business, life/health.
Colomb Insurance Services, brokerDianne
Chute, 331-57700r FAX 331-3237.

INSURANCE - Floating Homes
Owner Occupied. Competitive rates and
coverage. Underwritten by an “A” rated
Company. Call McGinnis Insurance
a 800-486-4008

LEAKING BARGE? CRACK?HOLES?
BROKEN CORNERS? Wespecidizeinre-
pair and Kevlar epoxy coating of floating
homebarges. Call WayneLicina: American
Oceanics, Inc. 415-331-6333.

MOORING LINESREPLACED, BARGES
RAISED & LEVELED. Contact Wayne
Licinaat American Oceanics/SubseaCoat-
ing Systems (415) 331-6333.

MARINE SERVICE: BOATS& HOUSE-
BOATS. Eyebolts, piling repair, mooring
lines, float construction, hardware & rig-
ging. Completesystems/adjustments. Div-
ing, concretebargerepair. 332-0145

ADVERTISERSWANTED. TheFloating
Timeshas openingsfor afew good classi-
fied advertisers. If you know of reliable
handymen, gardeners, housecleaners, win-
dow cleanersor other service providersfor
floating homes, please passtheir namesand
numbersaong to JoAnn Ponek at 332-5702.

SAILING LESSONS. Club Nautique of
SausditoandAlamedaw/sailboatsfor charter
from23-45’ providesinstructionfor beginners
and offshore cruisers. US SAILING
certificationcosts$795.Cal Phil today et 415
332-8001 or 1-800-599-2582!

SURVEYS: FLOATING HOMES &
YACHTS. Buyer purchase, insurance,
refinance, National Ass’'n d Marine
Surveyors. Stuart Riddell 332-9036.

NORMAN PLUMBING. Houseboat
plumbing. Repairs, sewage pumps, float
switches, holdingtank a ertalarms. 332-3066.

TRY OUR ADVERTISERS FIRST
ClassifiedadvertisersintheFloating Times
all offer special servicestoour community.
WhiletheFloatingHomesAssociationdoes
not endorsetheseor any other vendors, we
urgeyoutocall themfirstwhenyouneedthe
kindsof servicesthey offer. Of course, you
shouldstill check for professional licenses,
bonding, andreferenceswheninvestigating
any vendor, but what better placeto start
thanwith businessesthat careenoughto
advertiseintheFloating Times?

The Floating Times is printed and sponsored by Tam Print, 447 Miller Ave., Mill Valley - 381-5522

Want to place a Classified Ad? Advertisements may be up to six lines. Cost is $30 for six issues.
Call JoAnn Ponek, Classified Manager at 331-5702.
DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: MAY 24
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FHA Answering Machine:(415) 332-1916

FHAOFFICERS

President
VicePresident
Secretary
Treasurer
MembersatLarge

Administrative Coordinator

COMMITTEES
Environmental

Legal

MembershipCommittee
Newsletter Editor
Classified

Tour Director

Web Site
HarborRelations

WPH Residents
SERVICES

RBRAHarbor Administrator

Ric Miller

Suki Sennett
Kerstan Williams
CathyMoreland
RonMoreland
HenryBaer
Denize Forant

StuartRiddell
Kerstan Williams
Suki Sennett
PamBousgquet
Bev Clarke
LarryClinton
JoAnn Ponek
Sue Hans
Andy Fusso
Lew Litzky
StanBarbarich

Bill Price

San Francisco Baykeeper HotLine
MarinCountyFire Dept—NonEmergency

Sheriff—Non Emergency

Kappas Homeowners Assn.

Harbor Equity Group

RonMoreland
PamBousquet

Pager:

331-6116
331-6375
332-1922
332-2429
332-2429
331-9220
331-0249

332-9036
332-1922
331-6375
331-3614
331-8654
332-6196
331-5702
332-2602
331-5836
331-7414
332-7225

289-4143
458-0833
567-4401
446-4463
332-5422
332-2429
331-3614

DOCKREPS

A-Dock
—Alternate
Commodore
—Alternate
Gate 6%
—Alternate
KappasEast
KappasWest
—Alternate
Issaquah
—Alternate
Liberty

Main
—Alternate
MaysHarbor
—Alternate
South Forty
—Alternate
YellowFerry

GOVERNMENT

Annette Rose

Ellie Spater
KerryMazzoni

SFBCDC
FEMA

BobKalloch
SallyChampe
Sue Hans

Terry Adams

Bill Lyons
DonnalLunsford
TedSempliner
Chuck Thomas
Marling Mast
CornellRoss
Terry Cox

James Mentor
TonyWilliams
Suki Sennett
GaryRichardson
Michael Powell
Richard Holstein
HenryBaer
Michael Korman

District3Supervisor

MediationServices
Assemblywoman
Fax-479-2123

Webste www .floatinghomes.org

332-7701
331-1958
332-2602
332-5428
332-5159
332-5350
331-7228
331-1241
331-1953
331-3614
332-3145
331-4040
332-6296
331-6375
332-9030
332-9122
331-5132
331-9220
331-8926

499-7331
332-8533
499-6191
479-4920
916-455-7783
557-3686
800-462-9029
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